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Chairman of the High Prosecutorial Council Mr. Alfred 
Balla together with members of this Council and five legal 
advisers, participated during 14th and 15th of September in a 
two-days seminar regarding "Communication of the Justice 
Governing Bodies with the Media and the Public". 

This seminar was organized by the two joint projects of the 
CoE/EU "Strengthening the Efficiency and Quality of Justice 
in Albania" and "Freedom of Media and Expression in 
Albania". 

This seminar was also attended by the High Inspector of 
Justice, Mr. Artur Metani and a representative team from 
the High Judicial Council, headed by Mrs. Marçela Shehu, 
member of the HJC.

The main object of this seminar was to establish closer 
relations and continuous communication with the media, 
specifically regarding the approach of justice institutions, in 
the current situation, as a consequence of the Vetting 
process and the creation of stable informational exchanges 
with the media in order to increase public’s trust in the daily 
work of the justice bodies. 

In his greeting speech, the Chairman of the Council, Mr. 
Balla, emphasized the importance of collaborating with 
media in order to improve and strengthen the relation 
between media, public and governing justice institutions. 

Seminar - Communication of the Justice 
Governing Bodies with the Media and the 

Public
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Bilateral meeting with the Ambassador of the European Union in 
Tirana

• The head of the High Prosecutorial Council Mr. Alfred Balla together with two Council’s members, Mrs. 
Esmeralda Keshi and Mrs. Eloida Goxhi, received on the 15th of September, the new ambassador of the 
European Union in Tirana, Mrs. Christiane Hohmann, who was accompanied by Mrs. Lenka Vitkova, 
Head of the Internal Affairs and Good Governance Section and Mr. Aleksandar Romanovic, Political 
Advisor. 

• Mr. Balla, after expressing his congratulations to the current head of the EU Delegation in Tirana, 
introduced her with  a summary of the Council's work so far, emphasizing that HPC has undergone 
through very important processes for the justice system in Albania such as the process of selecting the 
Head of SPAK and its prosecutors, the selection of the head of the NBI, the selection of the leaders of the 
first-level prosecutions, the transitional re-evaluation process for prosecutors which are "subject to re-
evaluation" in the Vetting process, the disciplinary processes in cooperation with the HJI, as well as all the 
steps of the processes carried out for magistrates that apply for the "Initial Training" at the Albanian School 
of Magistrates, where he pointed out that from 2019 up to now there are circa 40 graduated students. 

• Her Excellency, Ambassador Hohmann congratulated the Chairman and all the members of this Council 
for all the achievements that were fulfilled so far and encouraged them to continue to work hard not only 
on maintaining the same standards but also to reestablish the public trust in the Albanian justice system. 
She also emphasized her satisfaction regarding the opening negotiations for the country’s EU membership 
and stated that the steps that the justice governing bodies are going to make in the future will be the 
cornerstone in this process.

• After exchanging technical information the head of the HPC emphasized the need for the digitization of 
the practice system, which would also enable the avoidance of many delays in deadlines. This would help 
in all monitoring processes or supervisory nature that the Council could carry out within the deadlines, ( 
especially if we add here the workload for each prosecutor due to the significant lack of human resources, 
without forgetting the number of criminal reports that are added to the system every year.) The EU 
Ambassador in Tirana expressed the member countries’ support and emphasized that the EU mission 
would support the Council through the examination of specific needs and would also be present at every 
step to enable technical support and specifically through the exchange of prosecutorial experiences.
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Chairman of HPC  at the explanatory meeting for chapter no. 23  on the 

"Judiciary and fundamental rights"

Add a footer 4

On September 26 and 27, 2022, was held in Brussels the explanatory meeting regarding chapter 
23 on "Judiciary and fundamental rights", on the developments of the acquis from September 
2018 onwards. The Albanian delegation was chaired by Mrs. Majlinda Dhuka, Chief Negotiator 
and Mrs. Adea Pirdeni, Deputy Minister of Justice as a representative of the Ministry of Justice, 
negotiating institution for chapter 23 which also includes representatives of the justice system.

The High Prosecutorial Council was represented in this meeting with its Chairman, Mr. Alfred 
Balla. Regarding the presentation in the field of the judiciary, all the Albanian newly established 
judicial institutions introduce all fields of activity related to the transitory reassessment process, 
the efficiency of the judiciary, the fight against corruption - punitive approach, procedural rights 
and the rights of crime victims, etc. Regarding the justice system, in this explanatory meeting, the 
Albanian delegation was supported by the technical team of the European Commission, the 
General Directorate for Neighborhood and Enlargement Negotiations, as well as by the 
Department of Justice, on the jurisprudence of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) and European 
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in terms of independence and impartiality, quality and 
efficiency of the system. 

( More specifically on: the fundamental right of access to court, ensuring that requirements for 
effective protection are met; transfers of magistrates; the incompatibility of the disciplinary 
regime with EU law; reforms in the field of organization of the judicial system; the disciplinary 
regime applicable to magistrates and the financial responsibility of the state and that of 
magistrates as a result of judicial errors; disciplinary penalties imposed on a magistrate; 
appointment, promotion, and training of magistrates, etc.

In the framework of the negotiation process, these explanatory meetings, as the first stage of the 
review process, have as their main purpose the analytical review and evaluation of national 
legislation with EU legislation, to determine the differences between them, which include 
between the range of the acquis related to the judiciary, specifically chapter 23. 

The development of EU-Albania bilateral meetings is also foreseen, precisely for chapter 23 
"Judiciary and Fundamental Rights", where the Albanian authorities and the respective 
institutions, at the end of November 2022, will present reports on the degree of alignment with 
the acquis and/ or the future plans for alignment where the High Prosecution Council will 
present the material related to the field of its competences.
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Plenary Session , 16.09.2022
On the 16th of September, the High Prosecutorial Council held the plenary session
in the presence of 9 members and representatives of the OPDAT mission and
media. In accordance to the agenda, the plenary session started with the approval
of the minutes of the plenary session of 27.07. 2022. In this meeting were approved
7 temporary assignments in different prosecutorial offices in the Republic of
Albania, from which 4 as head of the Prosecution’s Offices and 3 as Prosecutors.

It was also approved the draft act "On the recalculation and payment of the unpaid
salary difference of members and former members of the High Prosecutorial
Council, for the period from 01.01 2019 to 28.5.2021", as well as for a change made
in the decision No. 157, dated 27.06.2022, of the High Prosecutorial Council "On the
professional practice of candidates for magistrates of the School of Magistrates". In
this plenary session, the opening of the procedure for the election of the new Head
of the Special Prosecutor's Office was also approved. The summons, which will be
published on the official website of the High Prosecution Council, will contain the
procedure, the necessary documentation and the application deadline of 45 days.

The Council will have another 45 available days in order to familiarize itself with
the documentation and platforms of the applicants who will express their will to
run, as well as to conduct the hearings with their representatives, until 18.12.2022 ,
to enable the election of a new leader with a 3-year term. On the other hand, the
Council postponed the approval of some changes in the Regulation "On the
transfer of prosecutors through the procedure of parallel movement", to its next
meeting.

At the end of the meeting, the members of the Council discussed three of the 12
recommendations of the Resolution of the Assembly of the Republic of Albania for
the activity of the High Prosecutorial Council throughout the year 2021,
acknowledging that some of these recommendations were initiated as a procedure
by the institution, but anyway, it was decided to draw up an action plan with
concrete steps.
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Plenary Session , 29.09.2022
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In the plenary session of High Prosecutorial Council held on the 29th of September, the 

Council approved 3 temporary assignments for 3 Head of Prosecution’s Offices, in 

Berat, Pogradec and Kukës.  

In addition, there were also approved the reports for the analysis of the professional 

ability of the subject of the reassessment Mrs. Genci Mane, as well as the one for the 

verification of the assets and the image of the candidate Mrs. Arens Çela, for Head of 

Prosecution Office at the Court of First Instance in Tirana. On the other hand, the 

Council decided to postpone for the next plenary session the discussion and approval 

regarding the report for analyzing the professional ability of the subject of the 

reassessment Kledian Llaho, due to the fact that the verification process is not yet 

completed.  

In order to continue the procedure for the election of the head of the Prosecutor's Office 

at the Tirana Judicial District, the casting of lots was carried out among the members of 

the Career Commission from which Mr. Bujar Sheshi was randomly selected. The High 

Prosecutorial Council also approved the draft act for some additions and changes to the 

Regulation "On the transfer of prosecutors through the parallel movement procedure". 

In this plenary session was also approved the relations on the verification of the assets 

and image of 13 candidates for the initial training program of the School of Magistrates 

in the academic year 2022-2023.  Thus the Council also approved the decision on the 

partial list of 13 (thirteen) candidates for whom candidacy permission has been decided 

to be admitted to the Initial Training Program of the School of Magistrates, in this 

academic year, which is also notified to the School of Magistrates. 
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HPC  ACTIVITY, SEPTEMBER 2022

Disciplinary 
Commission

Strategic Planning, 
Administration and 
Budget Committee

Career Development 
Commission

Ethical and 
Professional Activity 

Evaluation 
Commission
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Appointments
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MEDIA 
RELEASE HPC 

ONLINE

In fulfillment of the legal obligation, 
HPC has updated on its website all the 
necessary information to be present to 
the public and the media regarding its 
daily activity.
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Connect  to   HPC  via    the    official    website    of   the    Council , www.klp.al

https://twitter.com/KLP_al

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChNFVsMbta9js1WUP3cIGcw

Rr. “Ana Komnena”, ish-fusha e Aviacionit, Godina “Poli i
Drejtësisë”
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